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Geophysicists Hans-Peter Plag, left, and William Hammond attach a solar  
panel to a hard rock outcrop in the high Sierra above Lake Tahoe. The panel  
powers a Global Positioning System antenna and microwave receiver that combine to 
detect movements of the Earth as small as 1 millimeter. Plag and Hammond work with 
University of Nevada, Reno research geophysicist Geoff Blewitt, who 
is pioneering ways to use GPS to measure tiny Earth movements 
that can build up, eventually leading to large seismic events such as 
earthquakes and tsunamis. • Photo by Jean Dixon

Look Online for more photos 
from setting up this receiving site
www. unr.edu/nevadasilverandblue.

Nevadarama

For more information about helping advance 
Nevada as a top-tier university in mathematics 
and science, contact John K. Carothers at 
775-784-1352 or email jcarothers@unr.edu

The latest thinking in science and math 
education will be tried out here. And soon.
Have a look at the new Davidson Mathematics 

and Science Center. That’s all you can do right 
now, look (at these artist’s renderings), because it 
hasn’t been built yet.

But it’s going to be built, thanks, in largest part, 
to a lead gift from software-publishers-turned- 
philanthropists Bob and Jan Davidson. And when it 
opens in 2009, it will be a busy place. Here’s why:

Although the facility will be home to Nevada’s 
College of Science, every undergraduate student in 
engineering, nursing, agriculture, biotechnology, 
natural resources, business and pre-med must 
complete basic science and/or math courses. And 
those courses will be taught by the College of Science 

in this state-of-the-art — and long overdue — 
building. Believe it or not, the University hasn’t had 
a new facility for teaching the physical sciences since 
1 972, when Nevada’s enrollment was 6,500. Today 
it’s nearly 1 6,000.

The Davidson Center will provide an advanced 
environment for learning and research and help 
attract the best math and science students anywhere. 
The best researchers and scholars, too.

You can still be part of creating this landmark facility 
– and to a greater extent than you may realize. Every 
dollar in private donations contributed to the project 
will be matched by three from the State of Nevada.



Cool cover painting, huh? You can order a poster-size print (m
inus the headlines). See page 3.
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